
For You to Note
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR COVID 19

Uniting Church in Australia’s newly installed President Rev Sharon Hollis is

encouraging UCA members to join in a day of prayer for all those experiencing

the ongoing impacts of the pandemic. It follows an invitation from the National

Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) for churches to mark a National Day

of Prayer in their worship services on Sunday 22 August. “I encourage you to

join together in prayerful ways as we acknowledge the loss, anxiety, fear and

uncertainty facing many people in Australia and across the world,” said Rev Hollis.

“We are also mindful that this is a global challenge, and many people across

the world are particularly vulnerable to the health and economic impacts of the

virus. We welcome the additional supports for people impacted economically

provided by the Australian Government, for which UnitingCare Australia has

advocated, and we continue to call for vaccine equity across the globe and vi-

tal support for vulnerable nations called for under the End COVID for All campaign.”

PRAYER FROM REV SHARON HOLLIS, UCA PRESIDENT

God of mercy and compassion,

We pray for the world as across the globe we face the challenges of COVID.

We give you thanks for those who care for the sick,

for those who work on limiting the spread of the disease

and those who develop and administer vaccines.

We remember before you all those affected by COVID,

Comfort those who mourn the death of a loved one,

Heal those who have COVID or suffer the long-term effects of having had COVID.

Sustain those who work in health care, testing and vaccination.

Encourage those who are supporting education remotely,

Console those who must stay at home,

And bless and protect those whose work is essential for our wellbeing.

We long for a world where access to healthcare and vaccines are shared equitably

Strengthen the efforts of those who work to end COVID for all.

And fill us with a desire to work for justice and care for all. Amen

The Assembly will continue to share prayer resources in the coming week.

REPORTS FOR CONGREGATION AGM

Following are some annual reports of various groups prepared for the AGM which

we had to postpone several weeks ago. Have a read through and be impressed

with what is happening at The Church in the Trees.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE RED DOVE CHOIR

Unfortunately, Covid struck severely for singers in 2020, so the Red Dove Choir

postponed rehearsals in March last year. Consequently, our concerts in Autumn

and Spring were cancelled together with our Christmas Flash Mob of carols in

Morisset Square.

However, in order to keep contact with each other, there has often been video

afternoons on Wednesdays in the church. Monthly lunches have also been

arranged to provide necessary fun and fellowship.

We all hope that restrictions will improve soon so that we can resume choir

rehearsals and start singing together again.

Anne Hart

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Last year, a group of members responded to the requests for some sort of social

interaction, after the lockdowns and restrictions of Covid-19, by establishing the

Covid Frienship Group. This was open to anyone, both men and women, who

were looking for a time of friendship in a Covid-safe environment.

The group ran fortnightly on a Wednesday morning, from 14th October to 9th

December. There was a theme for each meeting, with topics including herbs,

flowers, trivia, knitting squares, book swap table, armchair exercises and zumba,

and morning tea, with a special Christmas meeting in December. As a result of the

knitting morning, several people continued to provide squares to make into rugs,

and with 28 squares per rug, there were more than four rugs completed.

Those attending not only expressed great enjoyment of each occasion, but this

year asked if we were planning more. Ladies Fellowship responded to this by

arranging for another Friendship Morning which was held recently. Attended by

19 people (men included) there was trivia, quilt display, conversation, jokes, and

Covid-safe morning tea.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP GROUP

The group meets fortnightly (2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month) in private homes.

This year all the meetings are held in the home of Colin and Leonie Brodie, who

have continued their fellowship with our church solely through this group.

A study guide is always used, purchased by the participants, and leadership is

shared by the participants. Usually the study is on a particular book of the Bible,

and has ranged from books of the epistles to some of the seemingly more difficult

Old Testament books of prophecy, but there have also been studies on a theme,

and one study covering an overview of the Old Testament.

Currently the group is not meeting, as Covid-19 restrictions do not allow more

than 5 visitors to a private home, and there are 11 members in the group.

Attendance at these afternoons is valued highly by members. Discussion runs for

an hour, and is open and engaging. It is followed by a time of valued fellowship

over afternoon tea.

DIRECT GIVING - Your offering can be set up to go directly from your bank

account into the Church accounts and thus avoid the need to use the envelope

system on a Sunday. A direct credit can be set up using the Church’s Westpac

working account BSB 032-524 Account number 12-1985 or by filling in a form to

go to Uniting Financial Services. This form is available from Parriss McDougall.



Lectionary Readings for 29th August

Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

James 1:17-27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Connect in Prayer
22nd August

- Pray for wisdom and patience for parents and caregivers assisting children at

home with their learning. Also pray for teachers during this stressful and trying

time.

- Pray for those who are vulnerable in the fight against COVID-19 and for equal and

safe access to vaccines. Pray that common sense will prevail among all Australian

communities especially those who wish to protest, that they will do so in more

constructive ways which do not put other citizens at risk.

- Today, let us pray for all those who are separated from their families, whether

they are separated by conflict or because they live in different suburbs, states or

countries and cannot be visited.

29th August

- SRE-Pray for more people to train up to teach SRE in 2022.

- Pray for the newly appointed members of the Joint Nominating Committee

(Barbara, Phillip Kesterton, Bob, Owen, Parriss, Joe and Joan Horgan) that they

will be led by the Holy Spirit as they seek God’s will for the future of our church.

- Pray for those who are homeless, or who are without a permanent home, and the

search which often seems fruitless. Pray that they will find people and agencies

who can help.

Submissions to the Newsletter

Articles for the Weekly Newsletter should be

submitted in writing by Wednesday.

Email: morissetnews@hunter.uca.org.au
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Welcome to the “Church in the Trees” this morning. If you are a

visitor, help us to get acquainted with you by signing the Visitors’

Book & staying for a time of fellowship at Morning Tea after Worship.

Please also collect our Information Brochure.

Children are especially welcome as we share stories and have an

activity table at the front.

Service suspended during lockdown

Church Ph: 0249 735554

PO Box 533, Morisset, NSW 2264

www.morissetunitingchurch.org.au

Facebook: churchinthetreesmorissetuniting

Op Shop Ph: 0249 735967

Prayer Circle Prayer support for all needs for both congregation

and beyond. Contact Rev Joan Horgan 49736135

“Growing in the Spirit, reaching out in love”

http://www.morissetunitingchurch.org.au

